WIESENSTEIN     25
the houses. The next day the main body of the army had gone on over the passes into Czechoslovakia. Only a relatively weak garrison of occupation troops had remained in the Hirschberg district. We could breathe again . . .
Then the report reached me that Gerhart Hauptmann had left Wiesenstein and had been hospitably received at Polaun, on the Czecho-German border near Schreiberhau—by the Americans.
I immediately put through a telephone call to Agnetendorf. That is, I tried to—but the current was shut off.
Since I could not leave Krummhiibel myself—for reasons that still remain to be told—I sent a fourteen-year-old boy to Agnetendorf. He disappeared on the lonely forest path and was back eight hours later without having encountered a soul on the way. His report freed us from great anxiety:
Gerhart Hauptmann was at Wiesenstein with his wife and the staff. His condition was satisfactory. So far, no Russian had set foot in the house . . .